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Preface
The Fifth International Symposium on Orthogonal Polynomials, Special Functions and their Ap-
plications, follows the European Conferences of Bar-Le-Duc (1984), France, Segovia (1986), Spain,
Erice (1990), Italy, Evian (1992), France and also Granada (1991, VII SPOA), Spain, Delft (1994,
in honour of Thomas Jan Stieltjes Jr. (1856–1894)), Holland and Sevilla (1997, VIII SPOA), Spain.
The conference was dedicated to Professor Theodore Chihara for his contribution to mathematics,
especially in the area of orthogonal polynomials. The local organising committee gave him a silver
medal during the :rst day of the conference, as a minimum way of honouring him.
The conference was held from 20 to 24 September 1999 at the Conference and Cultural Centre
of the University of Patras in which 160 scientists from 27 countries participated (Algeria, Austria,
Bachrain, Belgium, Benin, Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany,
Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Korea, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, South
Africa, Spain, Tunisia, Ukraine, United States of America). The scienti:c program consisted of eight
plenary lectures and 96 short talks. Not all of these talks resulted in the submission of a manuscript.
Also during the last day of the conference, 12 open problems were presented.
The contributions cover a wide range of subjects regarding orthogonal polynomials and special
functions, from the fundamental to the applied.
This volume contains the papers that were accepted for publication after an ordinary refereeing
process and also the open problems presented in the Symposium. We thank the referees for their
work, who helped us to guarantee the quality of the papers. Also I thank the International Scien-
ti:c Committee (Walter Van Assche, Marcel de Bruin, Evangelos Ifantis, Andrea Laforgia, Lance
Littlejohn, Paco Marcellan and Martin Muldoon) for its support and cooperation concerning the ref-
ereeing process, as well as the other members of the local organising committee (Evangelos Ifantis
and Chrysoula Kokologiannaki).
The conference was possible, thanks to the :nancial support of the Hellenic Ministry of Education
and Religious ACairs, the Research Committee of the University of Patras, the Academy of Athens,
the General Secretariat for Research and Technology (Operational program for research and technol-
ogy, E.P.E.T. II), the Prefecture of Achaia, the Argolis Chamber, the Agricultural Bank of Greece,
the Commercial Bank of Greece, the Patras Papermills S.A., the Fort James Hellas Delica, the Leader
Books bookstore, the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, the Municipality of Patras, the Achaia Clauss
Winemakers, the Tirnavos Winemakers, the Tzafettas Cheesemakers S.A., the Loux-Marlafekas S.A.
– Soft Drinks Industry, the 3E Hellenic Bottling Company and the Athenian Brewery S.A.
The social program consisted of an oDcial reception and guided visit to the Residence of Achaia
Clauss winemakers, a dinner at Rio Beach Hotel, a guided visit to ancient Olympia and dinner at
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a private restaurant at the beautiful village Katakolo and a Greek evening at the private restaurant
“Parc de la Paix” near the Symposium Site.
Last but not least, I would like to express my deep thanks to my Ph.D. student Eugenia N.
Petropoulou, for her help not only during the conference, but also during the procedure of the
publication of these Proceedings.
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